
Answering the Call: North Carolina Stories 

Some of the resources used to craft the narrative videos seen in the museum’s Answering the Call 

Exhibit are found below. 

Spanish American War 

 

A Buffalo Soldier in Cuba is based on the  memoir of Frank Pullen, from Enfield in 

Halifax County who was in the 25th Infantry Regiment, US Army and was sent to 

Cuba in 1898. Additional information on African American soldiers in the Spanish 

American war is found in this 1899 book, History of Negro Soldiers in the Spanish-

American War, and Other Items of Interest, by Edward A. Johnson.  

 

 

One of Six: Nursing on the Relief is based on the experiences of several nurses recruited to serve in 

the Spanish American war, including North Carolinian Lucy Ashby Sharp. This article relates the 

experiences of Relief nurses as well. An image of Sharp is available here.  

 

From Greensboro to the Philippines is based on the life of Guilford County native 

David Gilmer, who was an officer in the North Carolina 3rd Volunteer Regiment, 

before joining the US Army, 49th Regiment Volunteer Infantry, who served in the 

Philippines. Eventually returning to Greensboro, he became a minister who 

advocated on behalf of African Americans’ civil rights.  

 

World War I 

585 Days, If You’re Lucky is based in part on the book by Jackson R. Marshall, 
III, Memories of World War I: North Carolina Doughboys on the Western Front, 
Division of Archives and History, North Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources (1998), which includes oral histories from NC WWI Veterans. 
Viewing available here. Other sources include: 

• State Archives of North Carolina and State Library of North Carolina, World War I Digital 
Collections: https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/custom/wwi.  

• University Libraries, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Documenting the American 
South, “North Carolinians and the Great War”: docsouth.unc.edu/wwi/homeintro.html. 

• Appalachian State University, North Carolina Nurses who served in World War I: 
nursinghistory.appstate.edu/nc-nurses-who-served-wwi.  

• Appalachian State University, Biographies, “Madelon ‘Glory’ Battle Hancock”: 
nursinghistory.appstate.edu/biographies/madelon-glory-battle-hancock.  

  

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/100/#:~:text=by%20Frank%20Pullen,San%20Juan%20Hill%20in%20Cuba.&text=The%204th%20U.S.%20Infantry%2C%20fighting,credit%20to%20a%20Comanche%20Indian.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/11102/11102-h/11102-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/11102/11102-h/11102-h.htm
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3d0a51c3c16a31624ce3f9/t/5b82e9601ae6cfab3d1cab35/1535306081429/Role+Graduate+Nurses+S+A+War.pdf
https://nursinghistory.appstate.edu/lucy-ashby-sharp
https://www.scribd.com/document/41752871/A-Very-Few-Good-Nurses-Prologue-Fall-2010
https://www.flickr.com/photos/medical_archives/5331227828/
https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/04337/
https://digital.librarycompany.org/islandora/object/digitool%3A129472
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1011857/m2/1/high_res_d/REDGRAVES-DISSERTATION-2017.pdf
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/585-days-if-youre-lucky
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/custom/wwi
http://docsouth.unc.edu/wwi/homeintro.html
http://nursinghistory.appstate.edu/nc-nurses-who-served-wwi
http://nursinghistory.appstate.edu/biographies/madelon-glory-battle-hancock


World War II 

Making Music, Creating Change is based on the B1 Band, which served at UNC 

Chapel Hill, during World War II. This all-Black Navy unit, made up mostly of 

North Carolinian musicians, was the first unit in the US Navy to provide African 

Americans with ranks above that of messmen.  Image courtesy of the North Carolina 

Museum of History. 

 

WASPs Fly is based on the memoirs of several women, including 

North Carolinians Kate Adams and  Eleanor Elaine Thompson Wortz. 

The Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) program provided training 

to women to become pilots stationed to military bases around the 

United States. They flew transport planes and worked as test pilots. 
Image courtesy of the US Air Force.  

 

American Indian, American Aviator is based on the oral histories of Thomas Oxendine, 

a member of the Lumbee tribe and the first American Indian commissioned as a Naval 

Aviator. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his service during the war. 
Image courtesy Commander Thomas Oxendine, USN (Ret.)  

 

Firsts in Nursing is based on the life of Della Raney, the first African 

American to be commissioned as a second lieutenant in the US Army 

Nurse Corps (ANC). She trained at Lincoln Hospital in Durham and 

advocated for the required membership in the American Red Cross, 

usually denied to Black nurses. As a first lieutenant, Raney led the first five 

African American nurses assigned to the Tuskegee Army Airfield. She was 

the first African American appointed as a Chief Nurse in the ANC. 

D-Day Plus 1 is based on the oral history of North Carolinian Hugh Blair Cherry who was drafted and 

served during World War II in the US Army's 2nd Division. The US Army 2nd Division landed on Omaha 

Beach in Normandy, on June 7, 1944, D-Day Plus 1.  

No Mail, Low Morale is based on oral histories of Millie Dunn Veasey, a North Carolinian 

who served in segregated African American units of the US Army Women’s Army 

Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) which became the Women’s Army Corp (WAC). She was a 

member of the 6888 Central Postal Directory Battalion, the only all Black WAC unit to 

be deployed overseas during the war. Image Courtesy of the State Archives of North Carolina.  

http://www.b1band.org/
https://museum.unc.edu/exhibits/show/segregation/item/1241
https://museum.unc.edu/exhibits/show/segregation/item/1241
https://rafountain.com/navy/overview/
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/20th-Century/wwii-wasp
https://www.ncpedia.org/wortz-eleanor-elaine-thompson
https://waspmuseum.org/
https://waspmuseum.org/
https://library.arlingtonva.us/2017/10/26/oral-history-interview-with-native-american-navy-pilot-thomas-oxendine/
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00006837/00001
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/20th-Century/two-world-wars
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2610830/
https://nursinghistory.appstate.edu/biographies/della-hayden-raney-jackson
https://www.thenmusa.org/biographies/della-raney/
https://medium.com/nc-stories-of-service/d-day-at-75-hugh-b-cherry-of-rocky-mount-and-raleigh-nc-6292848c0844
https://www.dday-overlord.com/en/battle-of-normandy/forces/usa/2nd-infantry-division
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/21/obituaries/millie-veasey-part-of-trailblazing-unit-in-wwii-dies-at-100.html
https://www.forces.net/stories/military-pioneer-millie-dunn-veasey-and-how-she-inspired-generation
https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/

